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Guidance Notes for Applicants

PhD Internships should be organised with the organisation separately and are intended for relationship building with the University. These Internships can be used to develop relationships between the University and an external stakeholder such as NGOs, industry, public sector organisations, or international governing bodies, via knowledge exchange stemming from our PhD community.
They are paid pro-rata at the UKRI stipendiary rate (£20,780 for academic year 2025/26), which is £5,195 for the equivalent of 3 months FTE. This period can be at <1.0 FTE over a period of time and can be spaced throughout the duration of the PhD study period. For example, this funding could be used for 3 months full-time as a block, 3 one-month periods full-time, or 6 months of 0.5 FTE. 
UKRI-funded researchers will continue to be in receipt of their PhD stipend and their stipendiary period will be extended in line with the placement duration.
Please note: Unless otherwise negotiated by the candidate with their funder, a PhD internship does not alter the final PhD submission date. Internships must be completed while the intern is still registered as a PhD candidate, i.e. their status as a student needs to be either ‘R’ Registered or ‘RT’ Registered Thesis.

PhD Internship application process
Applications for internships which promote new collaborations will be prioritised for funding. Please contact the Research Impact team in the first instance to establish eligibility. Applicants can then follow this 3-stage process:
Stage 1: Students and their Supervisor(s) should complete Section 1 of the ‘University of St Andrews Impact & Innovation Fund 2025/26’ application (via Qualtrics) and attach ‘Section 2 – PhD Internship’. We suggest that preliminary negotiations with relevant parties start before this application is submitted. 

Stage 2: If the Stage 1 application is approved in principle, a completed ‘University of St Andrews Impact & Innovation Fund PhD Internship’ form must be submitted within 4 weeks of successful Stage 1 email notification. This PhD Internship form scopes the project in more detail to provide clear objectives, expectations and structure to the proposed work to ensure that the internships are successful for all parties. It will require the signatures of the doctoral student, their supervisor and the host organisation mentor. Please request this form by emailing impact@st-andrews.ac.uk. 

Stage 3: Upon Stage 2 approval of the internship project, a ‘University of St Andrews PhD Internship Placement Agreement’ must be signed by the doctoral student, their supervisor, the host organisation mentor and the VPRCI. This is a legal document aimed primarily to ensure the safety of the student.
Please request this form by emailing impact@st-andrews.ac.uk.
NB: Students must comply with the University UKBA attendance monitoring policy (Tier 4 visa holders).
Please contact impact@st-andrews.ac.uk if you are interested in pursuing a PhD Internship.
